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Where would our world be if not for some of the 

greatest rebellions, and greatest rebels, in 

history? Rebellion is protest, rebellion is activism, 

rebellion is breaking down the barriers. But 

rebellion can also mean striving for something 

greater, working towards a shared belief that 

things should and can be better. 

 

Rebellions are a manifestation of collective hope. 

Let us make rebellion a celebration, of the most 

momentous protests and of the quietest resolve, 

a celebration of the fact that we are never 

content and we will never stop asking for more. 

We all have something to offer the collective 

whole. 

 

We are a group of postgraduates from the 

University of Kent Paris School of Arts and 

Culture, coming together to consider the power 

of unity and rebellion and to nurture the 

academic community through celebration, 

creativity and debate. 

 

We invite you to think about unity, fusion, 

synthesis, genesis and harmony – to build 

coherence from the scattered chaos of 

modernity. To consider the rebirth of the 

individual and its transformation into a beautiful 

piece of the infinite patchwork of existence. 

 



  

  
 

The UNITE | REBEL festival is the 2020 iteration of an annual 

postgraduate festival based at Reid Hall in Montparnasse, Paris. This year, 

the festival theme was selected by a group of humanities students with 

diverse interests, but all committed to exploring the tensions between 

unity and rebellion, to sparking debates around what these concepts mean 

in our daily lives, and to having a wonderful time.  Due to this year's 

unprecedented situation, we are holding our first ever digital festival. Now, 

more than ever, these questions around unity and rebellion are essential 

parts of the global conversation around how we got to this point, and what 

we can do differently in the future. The changes, the disasters, and the 

little victories we're seeing across the globe must be framed in a context 

that addresses how we can unite to support each other, and how we can 

rebel against the forces that led us here.   

Just like everyone else, we too have had to change course, to slow down, 

adapt, and rearrange. In response to the Coronavirus pandemic, there is 

an eagerness to return to normal. And yet it is obvious that ‘normal’ was 

not sufficient in the first place. How did we get here? What wasn’t 

working? How do we move forward? We invite you to unite in our rebellion 

and consider these ideas of hope. 

#uniterebelfestival 



 

       

       

    

 

 

 

  MEET THE TEAM // 
                Festival director | Ryann Dwyer 
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Aaron is studying an English MA at the University of Kent. His primary interests                                                                                          

lie in modernist literature and how it can inform concerns within the fields of ecocriticism, 

posthumanism and disability studies. 

     

   

Ryann is studying an MA in Film at the University of Kent in Paris. She is passionate about 

bringing different people together to realise our shared goals and emphasises the capability 

of the individual's voice in society. She dreams of creating a unified world built on 

compassion and resistance. 

                                      After completing her BA in English Language and Literature at The University 

of Oxford, Madeleine is now studying for her MA in History and Philosophy of Art, in Paris at 

University of Kent. She is also a Non-Fiction Editor for The Menteur Magazine, and is excited by the 

prospect of utilising her passion for inter-arts analysis and curation whilst organising the Unite | 

Rebel Festival.      
  

   Connie is currently studying for an MA in English and American Literature at Kent in Paris, 

where she can be found drinking coffee from a flask in the Luxembourg gardens or hurrying 

along the Pont des Arts in the rain. She loves modernism, ecocriticism, and all things anti-

capitalist 

Academic Conference Coordinator | Olivia Gilmore  

 

Matylda is currently studying for MA Film in Paris. Fascinated by the French 

avant-garde and experimental filmmaking pushing boundaries of the medium and 

our expectations. Can be found chasing snails around her neighbourhood, teaching 

pigeons to fly and chatting up street cats.  

Gee is studying an MA in English and American Literature, and has a BA in English Literature with 

Psychology. A creative writer and president of the University of Kent at Paris book club, she is 

passionate about literature that represents minority voices. She is a vocal supporter of action for 

the climate crisis and is excited to participate in projects celebrating the LGBTQ+ community. 

Jade Darrow is a published author with a BA Hons in English Literature with Creative Writing. 

She is currently a student at the University of Kent undertaking an MA in Creative Writing. She 

is a contributing journalist for the University's newspaper, The Inquire. She is also a co-editor 

for Le Menteur, a annual journal run by Kent's Paris campus. She's an aspiring novelist, a 

poet, journalist, women's rights advocate and environmental activist. 

Academic Conference Coordinator | Connie Judkins-Law 

Academic Conference Coordinator | Aaron Pugh 

Academic Conference Coordinator | Madeleine Piggott 

 

Film Festival Curator | Matylda Makowska 

Collaborative Arts Curator | Jade Darrow 

Olivia is an MA student at the Paris School of Arts and Culture. 

Film Festival Curator | Gee Primrose 



 

EVENTS //  

ALL EVENTS LISTED IN PARIS TIME (UTC +2/CET) 

Some events have limited spaces and require you to register, and you will then be emailed a 

Zoom link. Others do not require registration – please check each event for info! 

 

Life, Literature and Lockdown: How the Humanities can help the Species 

Survive – Webinar // Monday 1st June, 3pm – 4pm (Paris time) 

Register by clicking here.  

Lockdown means different things to different people, but one thing it has meant to all of us is more time with 
ourselves. How can the Humanities help us reflect on our grave new world? What lessons can we learn from 
the past as we look to a future beyond lockdown? What can culture teach us about quarantine? 

Drawing on examples from the history of literature, philosophy, and cinema, scholars from the University of 
Kent's Division of Arts and Humanities will discuss the value of thought in the age of confinement. If the UK's 
government's advice is to 'stay alert', perhaps the Arts can help teach us what this means.  

 The discussion will be hosted by Professor Jeremy Carrette, Dean for Europe and Professor of Philosophy, 

Religion and Culture. Panellists: Professor Ben Hutchinson, Professor of European Literature and Academic 

Director of Kent’s Paris School of Arts and Culture. Dr Frances Guerin, Senior Lecturer and Deputy Director 

of Graduate Studies of Paris programmes at Kent’s School of Arts. Dr Lauren Ware, Lecturer in Philosophy at 

Kent’s School of European Culture and Languages. 

 

 

UNITE | REBEL Academic Conference // Tuesday 2nd June, 10am – 6.30pm 

(Paris time) 

NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED – drop in anytime by clicking on the link below 

Zoom webinar link: https://kentunieuropeancentres.zoom.us/j/95674139547  

Zoom code: 95674139547  

We warmly invite you to attend our digital academic conference with panels on the themes of unity and 

rebellion from postgraduate students. There are three panels: ‘Rebellion and Oppressive Systems’, 

‘Intersectional Resistance’, and ‘Literary Communities’. Our aim is to nurture a sense of international 

solidarity and to open discussions about where we can go from here. This year, writer and academic Julian 

Hanna and digital artisan/feminist hacker Larisa Blazic will be joining us as keynote speakers.  The event is 

free and open to the public – you can drop in at any time. Please see the full conference programme on our 

website for more information and timings!  

 

 

https://kentunieuropeancentres.zoom.us/webinar/register/8515882522682/WN_Mw_GtNpFSXCywUNaZamPVA
https://kentunieuropeancentres.zoom.us/j/95674139547
https://23642c8c-56e0-43d7-9305-cd247909eac5.filesusr.com/ugd/17d05b_12112ef904d94b699fa7422b7c59ecba.pdf?index=true


 

       

       

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

The Menteur: Magazine Launch // Wednesday 3rd June, 6pm (Paris time) 

Come and discover what the students have been working on all year! The Menteur is a literary and arts 

magazine, founded in 2012, edited and produced annually by postgraduate students at the University of Kent's 

Paris School of Arts and Culture. The remote launch this year on Zoom will reveal the magazine for the first 

time and include performances of some of the pieces in this year's edition.  

If you would like to attend the launch and celebrate with us, please email menteureditors@gmail.com.  

 

Channelling Corita: A Collage Workshop with Lorna Mulligan // Thursday 4th 

June, 5pm-6.30pm (Paris time) 

Zoom event // Spaces limited // Register by emailing mafestivalkent@gmail.com  

In difficult times like this, art is a way that we can connect with others and express ourselves in a positive, 

mindful way. Our aim is to create a moment of calm and inspiration while flexing our artistic muscles, no 

matter your talent. As part of our Unite/Rebel festival, you are invited to join us for a workshop with Canadian 

artist, Lorna Mulligan, whose watercolours and mixed media artwork have been exhibited across Canada, in 

the United States and in Europe. Lorna will discuss her work and then guide you through creating your own 

collage, giving you the opportunity to share your experience with others.  

Now, more than ever the activism of LA artist, Sister Corita (1918-1986) seems appropriate. Her text-based 

silkscreens conveyed messages of hope and peace, very much a sign of the times from the early 60s. 

Sentiments of quiet rebellion and activism are still very pertinent today and her teachings seem worth 

revisiting. Corita Kent’s artwork and teaching methods have long influenced Lorna’s own pedagogical 

approach in the classroom with the importance of play, discovery, empowerment, critical analysis and 

questioning. 

Lockdown has been an adjustment for everyone. Many creative individuals, despite having more time on our 

hands, have felt stifled by the helplessness we feel in this global situation. Inspired by Corita’s rules and 

methods of art production, Lorna embarked on a daily practice of producing a collage a day, working with the 

self-imposed constraints of using found text and imagery. A simple endeavour, liberating and worth sharing. 

What can become of this series of private rants? Well, hopefully they can fuel a larger group action. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lorna Mulligan is a painter, calligrapher and art educator living in Montreal. She 
studied at the University of British Columbia and at the Banff Centre School of Fine Arts. 

Her watercolours and mixed media artwork have been exhibited across Canada, in the 
United States and in Europe. Lorna was a member of the contemporary calligraphy 

collective, Les Calmars, throughout the twelve years of its existence. Lorna continues 
to be inspired by the chaos in nature and the beauty of letterforms. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:menteureditors@gmail.com
mailto:mafestivalkent@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITE | REBEL Film Festival // Thursday 4th June, 7pm – 10pm (Paris 

time) // Youtube link coming soon. 

Coming from all over the world, our contributing filmmakers explore the themes of rebellion 

and unification, community and resistance, crisis and activism. Join us for an evening of short 

films which aim to challenge our perception of everyday, social norms and modes of artistic 

expression. The films will be streamed on YouTube.  

 

 

 

 



       

       

     

     

     

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECOLONIZING YOUR DIET with Veggie Mijas // Friday 5th June, 4pm 

(Paris time) 

Zoom event // Spaces limited // Register by emailing mafestivalkent@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The workshop will be about decolonizing your lifestyle and 

questioning the norms that have been created around food, 

specifically a vegan lifestyle. We will learn about Veggie Mijas, a 

folks of color collective centering queer femmes folks of color that 

highlight veganism through an intersectional perspective. In this 

workshop, you will be challenged to think about our own individual 

lifestyles with food and believe beyond a food system that was 

created for us! 

Please join Unite | Rebel with Amy Quichiz, founder of Veggie Mijas, 

a collective that highlights the importance of having a plant-based 

lifestyle while also intersecting race, gender identity, class, and 

sexuality; being brown, Latinx, non-binary, women, queer, 

genderqueer, coming from a working class background, and 

having other marginalized identities, as she presents her work on 

decolonizing your diet. In the efforts of deconstructing the 'white 

veganism' narrative, Veggie Mijas creates a safe space for women 

and non-binary people of color to reconnect to their ancestral 

heritage through a plant-based diet. 

 

mailto:mafestivalkent@gmail.com


 

 
 

Open Mic Night // Friday 5th June, 6pm (Paris time) 

Zoom link: https://kentunieuropeancentres.zoom.us/j/93989879316   Meeting ID: 939 8987 9316 

Calling all artists, poets, singers, musicians, comedians, and dancers! Come together to celebrate the power 

of unity and rebellion on the final night of Kent's MA festival. No registration required to attend. 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS // 

Thank you first and foremost to the Paris School of Arts and Culture at 

the University of Kent for bringing us all together and giving us the 

wonderful opportunity to be part of this festival. We’d like to extend a 

special, heartfelt thank you to Professor Ben Hutchinson and Emily Rae for 

being there along the way, at first in our organising meetings in Paris and 

then at all of our long-distance Zoom calls. Together, we did our best to 

create something vibrant in the strange new circumstances brought about 

by Covid-19.  

 

Thank you to our fellow students and friends for inspiring us, to all those 

who got involved along the way, to all the key note speakers, panelists, 

artists, performers, and activists who have contributed in one way or 

another.  

 

Thank you to our families and friends for supporting us through the 

technical difficulties and Zoom fatigue! We hope that next year’s festival 

will be held in person, and ask only that they appreciate the chance to be 

together, in person, as a community. 

 

Solidarity! 

 

 

https://kentunieuropeancentres.zoom.us/j/93989879316

